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money he had, and were about to throw him into the sea
when the police rescued him* He was vindictive, and brought
a prosecution against the Trinity men, who forthwith in-
structed Necl Carson for the defence*.
" How did you know they were going to drown you ? "
asked Carson.
" Is it how did I know ? Begorra, T knew right enough,
Didn't they howld me by the leg over the, say wall ! "
" Which leg ? " asked Carson, with a terrible droop of an
eyelid. " Was it your black leg ? "
Under this and a few similar sallies, the prosecutor, who
was known for his glib and witty tongue, collapsed. He ad-
mitted afterwards that Mr. Carson was OIK* too many for
him. " Ah, bcdacl," said he, " ye may say what yc like, but
that Carson's a champion ; he'd pux/.le and fluster the very
Divil himself/9
It was quite a frequent occurrence in Dublin fora prosecu-
tion to arise as a result of a man c* falling ** into the Lifi'ey,
and it was counsel's duty to probe into the circumstances
which preceded such an accident. Carson used to make* the
party explain in precise detail how the misadventure arose,
In a case of this kind, when he was for the prosecution, he
asked the defendant, "Just tell me yotir account of how
this man got into the river/' The defendant had learnt his
story by heart; indeed,, he afterwards tolcl Carson with a
grin, *c We had a great rehearsal last night, all about your
cross-examination." At all events, the result was a master-
piece of testimony. " It was this way/* he said, " We had a
slight quarrel, whereon he turned his backside to iw% arid
he pulled up the tail of his coat, and said, * Can you tell me
the time of day ? * and thereupon I felt myself imultcd,
and I took him gently in my arms,, and, applying no more
force than was necessary, threw him into the river, which Is
the assault complained of." The poor man wan much be-
wildered when his eloquent defence wan interpreted as an
admission of guilt 1 A few months after his call, Im mother's
brother, Mr, Lambert the solicitor, went down Green
Street, and came into Court just in time to hear Ms forceful
nephew saying, " Gentlemen of the jury, I'm sure your